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Detailed Action 

1. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 



(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ogura 

et al. 



With respect to claim 1 , Ogura teaches a time administrator (CPU 1 1 , RTC 1 2 and 
ROM 13) comprising: a first unit RTC 12(real time clock circuit) and transmits a first 
signal indicative of a standard time; a second unit (time generation unit, see col. 10, 
line 562 for the purpose claimed; third unit (central management device 6 or 
communication device 7) for adjusting a current time is to be adapted and to determine 
with the system is to be applied to a standard time; and a fourth unit (time comparing 
unit, col. 10, line 59) when said third unit judge that said system is to be applied to a 
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standard time, caries out a specific operation (data generation/ communication 
operation according to col. 10, lines 60-67), and transmits a second signal ( a match 
signal by comparing unit) indicative of the result of the operation as a current time, 
and which , when said third unit judges that said system is not to be applied to said 
standard time, transmits a third signal does not match signal (inherent) according to col. 
10, lines 64-66. 

With respect to claims 2, 4 and 10, Ogura teaches adjusting a current time which 
may possibly be daylight savings time. This limitation is inherent with respect to col. 10, 
line 64-66. 

With respect to claim 3, Ogura teaches a time administrator (CPU 1 1 , RTC 12 and 
ROM 13) comprising: a first unit RTC 12(real time clock circuit) and transmits a first 
signal indicative of a standard time; a second unit (time generation unit, see col. 10, 
line 562 for the purpose claimed; third unit (central management device 6 or 
communication device 7) for adjusting a current time is to be adapted and to determine 
with the system is to be applied to a standard time; and a fourth unit (time comparing 
unit, col. 10, line 59) when said third unit judge that said system is to be applied to a 
standard time, carries out a specific operation (data generation/ communication 
operation according to col. 10, lines 60-67), and transmits a second signal ( a match 
signal by comparing unit) indicative of the result of the operation as a current time, 
and which , when said third unit judges that said system is not to be applied to said 
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standard time, transmits a third signal does not match signal (inherent) according to col. 
10, lines 64-66. 

Ogura teaches a fifth unit which is a operational display unit shown in figure 5. See 
also col. 1 1 , lines 5-1 0 and the display unit 83. 

With respect to claim 5, Ogura teaches the second unit is a subset of the first unit 
RTC 12 and has continued access when communication data is and isn't stored in a 
memory RAM 14, 15 of fax device 7. 

With respect to claim 6, Ogura teaches a time administrator (CPU 1 1 , RTC 12 and 
ROM 13) comprising: a first unit RTC 12(real time clock circuit) and transmits a first 
signal indicative of a standard time; a second unit (time generation unit, see col. 10, 
line 562 for the purpose claimed; third unit (central management device 6 or 
communication device 7) for adjusting a current time is to be adapted and to determine 
with the system is to be applied to a standard time; and a fourth unit (time comparing 
unit, col. 10, line 59) when said third unit judge that said system is to be applied to a 
standard time, caries out a specific operation (data generation/ communication 
operation according to col. 10, lines 60-67), and transmits a second signal ( a match 
signal by comparing unit) indicative of the result of the operation as a current time, 
and which , when said third unit judges that said system is not to be applied to said 
standard time, transmits a third signal does not match signal (inherent) according to col. 
10, lines 64-66. Ogura teaches the third signal is indicative of a standard time and 
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current time which compares the current time to a specific time (Real time) at which a 
specific action (requested transmission according to col. 10, lines 50-55) starts said 
specific action, if said current time is identical with said specific time See col. 10, line 65. 

With respect to claim 8, Ogura teaches wherein the second unit (time generation unit) 
makes access to said first RTC unit when reservation for transmitting data through a fax 
machine 7. 

With respect to claim 9, Ogura teaches a method of adjusting time, comprising the 
steps of: judging (via timing comparator unit) as taught at col. 10, line 62, whether a 
system for adjusting a current time is adapted and further whether sad system is to be 
applied to a standard time; carries out a specific operation (data generation/ 
communication operation according to col. 10, lines 60-67), and transmits a second 
signal ( a match signal by comparing unit) indicative of the result of the operation as a 
current time, and which , when said third unit judges that said system is not to be 
applied to said standard time, transmits a third signal does not match signal (inherent) 
according to col. 10, lines 64-66. 

With respect to claim 10, Ogura teaches current time as a possible daylight 
savings time. This limitation is inherent with respect to col. 10, lines 52-54. 
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With respect to claim 1 1 , Ogura teaches a third unit (central management device 6 
or communication device 7) for adjusting a current time is to be adapted and to 
determine with the system is to be applied to a standard time. 

With respect to claim 12, Ogura teaches comparing (via time comparing unit 
according to col. 10, line 62) a current time to a specific time at which a specific action 
has to start (data transmission ) and starting the specific action (data transmission) if 
said current time is identical with said specific time (col. 10, lines 65-67. 

With respect to claim 13, Ogura teaches a facsimile machine 7: a clock RTC 12 
which transmits a first signal indicative of a standard time; a time controller (CPU 1 1 
and RTC 12) which makes access to said clock and receives said first signal; a judging 
unit (time comparator in circuit 12), according to col. 10, line 62 forjudging whether a 
system for adjusting a current time is adapted and further whether said system is to be 
applied to said standard time; and a fourth unit (time comparing unit, col. 10, line 59) 
when said third unit judge that said system is to be applied to a standard time, caries 
out a specific operation (data generation/ communication operation according to col. 10, 
lines 60-67), and transmits a second signal ( a match signal by comparing unit) 
indicative of the result of the operation as a current time, and which , when said third 
unit judges that said system is not to be applied to said standard time, transmits a third 
signal does not match signal (inherent) according to col. 10, lines 64-66. 
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With respect to claim 14, Ogura teaches current time as a possible daylight 
savings time. This limitation is inherent with respect to col. 10, liens 52-54. 

With respect to claim 15, Ogura teaches Ogura teaches an operational display 
unit shown in figure 5. See also col. 1 1 , lines 5-10 and the display unit 83. 

With respect to claim 16, Ogura teaches the second unit is a subset of the first unit 
RTC 12 and has continued access when communication data is and isn't stored in a 
memory RAM 14, 15 of fax device 7. 

With respect to claim 17, Ogura teaches current time as a possible daylight 
savings time. This limitation is inherent with respect to col. 10, liens 52-54. 

With respect to clam 18, Ogura teaches the time controller (CPU 1 1 and RTC 12) is a 
subset of the first unit RTC 12 and has continued access when communication data is 
and isn't stored in a memory RAM 14, 15 of fax device 7. 
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2. Examiner's Remarks 

Applicant contends that, "None of the cited references teach or suggest using a 
standard time and adjusting the standard time to a current time." 

Upon further review of claims 1, 6 and 13, there is no language that specifically states 
what is argued, nor is the limitation argued suggested in any of the claims. Applicant 
appears to argue limitations that are not supported in the claims. The examiner refers 
to his own interpretation of the Ogura reference as it relates to the claimed subject 
matter. However, applicant has not shown how the limitations of the Ogura reference, 
as relied on by the examiner, fails to show the features of the present invention. 

At page 8, applicant, defines "standard time" and "current time" and distinguishes them 
over the alleged interpretation of the examiner. The use of the phase current time and 
standard time are relative terms. Technically, at some point, the two could be one and 
the same time. Time A is the standard time for performing an operation. The current 
time is time B. An operation may occur when the current time is equal to the standard 
time. Or the standard time could be reprogrammed to be closure to the current time to 
perform an operation in a much shorter time schedule. 

Giving the broad interpretation of current and standard times, the examiner has shown, 
at least in the context of the present invention, how the limitations are taught in view of 
Ogura. 
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Applicant argues that Ogura does not teach a fourth unit which transmits a third signal 
without carrying out an operation which thirds signal is indicative of said standard time 
as a current time. This language appears in the last part of claim 1 . While applicant 
alleges that this limitation has not been met, the examiner clearly set forth the 
limitations of this claim in the office action beginning at the bottom of page 2 and 
bridging the top of page 3. Applicant has not offered a rationale as to why the 
limitations relied on by the examiner do not teach or suggest the claimed features. 
Applicant's contention appears to be only an allegation. 

Applicant has not presented any arguments for claims 6 and 13. 
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3. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jerome Grant II whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7463. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs. from 9:00 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Moore, can be reached on 571-272-7437. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Jerome Grant II 




